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collected a second out of Moravia, and took post near
Koniggratz, to resist an invasion of Bohemia from the
side of Glatz. Their plan was to remain strictly on the
defensive until the spring, to avoid pitched battles, and
rather to suffer Frederick to occupy a portion of their
territory than to run the risk of encountering him with
inferior forces. They were therefore greatly disconcerted
when they heard that Augustus had shut himself up at
Pirna, instead of retreating on Bohemia, as had been
arranged. They even suspected him of meditating an
accommodation with Prussia, little guessing what a ser-
vice he was really rendering them.

It was of course impossible to abandon the Saxons to
their fate, and Browne was ordered to march to their
Browne relief with part of his army, and open out a

?ei1evedthe line of retreat if 'lt were sti11 possible. This,
Saxons. however, was easier said than done. On the
left bank of the Elbe the way was barred by the Prus-
sians, and Browne's only chance was to work round by a
circuitous route on the right bank of the river, to the rear
of the Saxon position at Schandau. Closely blockaded
as the Saxons were, messengers could pass to and from
their camps by mountain paths, and Browne was able to
inform them that he would reach Schandau on October 11.
On the same day they were to effect the passage of the
Elbe under cover of the guns of the Konigstein, and
on the following morning to attack the Prussian posts in
front, while the Austrians assailed their rear.

The intentions of the Austrians were not unperceived
by Frederick. He therefore left one half of his army to
blockade the Saxons, and advanced into Bohemia with
_ . _ the other. At Lobositz he fell in with Browne,

Battle of             ,                                            .    ,                                 '

Lobositz, and a well-contested but indecisive battle en-
October t. sued> The Austrians fought far better than
they had ever fought in. the Silesian wars. Both sides